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SWAN VALLEY LAND USE REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.14 pm]: I would like to inform the house that 
today the Department of Planning has released the Swan Valley land use report. The release of the report follows 
a comprehensive process of consultation, which began in 2011 with an inquiry into the future use of the area by 
the Swan Valley Planning Committee, the City of Swan and the Department of Planning. Following the inquiry, 
a discussion paper was released for public comment in September 2012. The public consultation period was open 
for four months and generated 163 submissions from landowners, local businesses, residents, community 
members and property developers. I am aware that a range of common themes emerged from public 
consultation, including land use and planning needs; a need to protect the unique character of the Swan Valley 
region; ensuring a sustainable and viable local economy and business opportunities in the area; and services, 
infrastructure and public amenity matters. 

The report makes nine recommendations, including suggestions on the future governance and planning 
framework for the Swan Valley. The Liberal–National government acknowledges the importance of the Swan 
Valley region to the state and will consider the Department of Planning’s recommendations carefully. When 
considering these recommendations the government will give due regard to the lifestyle, agriculture, 
winemaking, tourism and business opportunities in the area. As Minister for Planning, I am committed to 
striking the right balance between protecting the character of the region while also giving consideration to the 
community’s aspirations and the economic opportunities the area offers. The government will respond to the 
Department of Planning’s recommendations in the first quarter of 2014. The future of the Swan Valley region is 
an important one that reaches across the political divide, so I look forward to support from local members as we 
come to an informed position on the way forward for the historic Swan Valley. The report titled “The Way 
Forward—Swan Valley Land Use and Management” is publicly available on the Department of Planning 
website. 
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